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Capitol Police watchdog says force needs a "culture change”

CULTURE

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
top watchdog for the U.S.
Capitol Police told a House
committee Thursday that
there is a need for a culture
change within the force
after broad failures in its re-
sponse to the Jan. 6 insur-
rection, including missed
infeligence predicting a
"war' and weapons that
were so old that officers
didn't feel comfortable us-

ing them.
Capitol Police Inspector
General Michaoel A. Bol-

fon has investigated the
force's missteps since the
siege, when hundreds of
President Donald Trump's
supporters broke info the
building and sent lawmak-
ers fleeing for theirlives. In a
104-page report obtained
by The Associated Press, he
paints a dire picture of his
agency's ability to respond
to future threats and casts
serious doubt on whether
the force would be able to
respond to another large-
scale attack.

Bolton told the House Ad-
ministration Committee
that the Capitol Police
needs to improve its intel-
ligence gathering, training,
and operational planning.
There also needs to be a
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change in the way that
the force views its own mis-
sion, he said. '"In regards
a cultural change, we see
that the department needs
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photo, police form a line to guard the Capitol after violent rioters stormed the Capitol, in Washing-

fo move away from the
thought process as a tro-
ditional police department
and move to the posture

of a protective agency,”
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Bolton said. "A police de-
partment is geared to be a
reactive force, for the most
part. Whearas a protec-
tive agency is postured, in
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their training and planning,
fo be proactive to prevent
events such as January

6th."
Continued on next page
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One pound of Natural grass-Fed Beef from the Argentinean Pampas,
Grilled to perfection by our Master Chefs over a real Charcoal Fire...
Juicy, Lean and full of Flavor.

Closed on Sundays
Open Monday through Sawrday from 11:30am 61l 11pm. For reservations call S82- 36‘1‘?1‘,
Lunch and Early Bird specials available till Spm. Happy Hour from S-Tpm il

IT's Time for an extraordinary steak!
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In this Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021, photo, violent rioters try to break through a police line on the West
Front of the Capitol, in Washington.

Continved from Front

The Capitol Police have
so far refused to pub-
licly release the report —
prepared in March and
marked as "low enforce-
ment sensifive."

In the document, Bolton
found that the depart-
ment's deficiencies were,
and remain, widespread:
Equipment was old and
stored badly; officers didn't
complete required train-
ing; and there was a lack
of direction at the Civil Dis-
turbance Unit, which exists
fo ensure that legislative
functions of Congress are
not disrupted by civil unrest
or protest activity. That was
exactly what happened
on Jan. é6 when Trump sup-
porters violently pushed
past police and broke into
the Capitol as Congress

counted the Electoral Col-
lege votes that certified
Joe Biden's victory.

The report also focuses on
several pieces of missed
inteligence, including the
force's own inconsistent in-
formation gathering and
an FBI memo sent the day
before the insurrection that
then-Capitol Police Chief
Steven Sund has told law-
makers he never saw. That
memo, which is included
in the report's appendix,
warned of threatening
online postings by Trump
backers, including one
comment that Congress
"needs to hear glass break-
ing, doors being kicked in"
and blood being spilled.
"Get violent ... Stop calling
this a march, or rally, or a
protest," read the post re-
counted in the memo. "Go
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there ready for war. We
get our President or we die.
NOTHING else will achieve
this goal."

A separate report pre-
pared by the Department
of Homeland Security in
December alerted the po-
lice to an online posting
that included a map of tun-
nels under the Capitol used
by lawmakers and staff, the
document says.

The Capitol Police said in a
statement Wednesday that
officials had already made
some of the improvements
recommended by Bolfon,
and that the siege was "a
pivotal moment" in history
that showed the need for
"major changes" in how
the department operates.
Still, they said that they
would need more money
and staff to make improve-
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ments.

"It is important to note that
nearly all of the recommen-
dations require significant
resources the department
does not have," the state-
ment said.

House lawmakers are hop-
ing fo provide more re-
sources to the force in
spending legislation that
could be proposed as soon
as this month. House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi said Thurs-
day that the money would
not only go to "hardening"
the Capitol's windows and
doors but also to hiring and
training officers.

Bolton told the panel that
better Capitol Police tfrain-
ing should be the highest
priority.

"If you want to invest dol-
lars, that's the place to
invest in, training," Bolton
said. "Training deficiencies
put officers, our brave men
and women, in a position
not to succeed."

The riot has pushed the
Capitol Police force to-
ward a state of crisis, with
officers working extra shifts
and forced overtime to
protect the Capitol.

The acting chief, Yoga-
nanda Pittman, received
a vote of no confidence
from the union in February,
reflecting widespread dis-
trust among the rank and
file who were left exposed
and injured as the violent
mob descended on the
building. Morale has plum-
meted.

The entire force is also
grieving the deaths of three
of their own. Officer Brian
Sicknick  collapsed and
died after engaging with
protesters on Jan. 6. Offi-
cer William "Billy" Evans was
kiled April 2 when he was
hit by a car that rammed
info a barricade outside
the Senate. A third officer,
Howard Liebengood, died
by suicide in the days after
the insurrection.

The report describes in de-
tail how department equip-
ment was substandard,

including at least 11 differ-
ent types of munitions that
appeared to have expired.
Some equipment hadn't
been replaced in more
than two decades. Riof
shields that shatftered upon
impact as the officers fend-
ed off the violent mob had
been improperly stored.
Weapons that could have
fired tear gas were so old
that officers didn't feel com-
fortable using them. Other
weapons that could have
done more to disperse the
crowd were never staged
before a Trump rally held
near the White House, and
those who were ordered to
get backup supplies to the
front lines could not make
it through the aggressive
crowd.

In other cases, weapons
weren't used because of
"orders from leadership,”
the document says. Those
weapons — called "less
lethal" because they are
designed tfo disperse rath-
er than kil — could have
helped the police repel
the rioters as they moved
toward the Capitol after
Trump's speech, according
to the report.

A timeline attached to the
report also gives a more
detailed look at Capitol
Police movements, com-
mands and conversations
as the chaos unfolded. It
recounts several instances
in which police and SWAT
tfeams rescued individual
lawmakers trapped in the
Capitol and sheds new light
on conversations in which
Sund begged for National
Guard support.

he document quotes Army
Staff Secretary Walter Piatt
saying didn't like the "op-
fics" of the National Guard
at the Capitol and would
recommend not send-
ing them at 2:26 p.m., af-
ter the rioters had already
smashed in. The Pentagon
eventually did approve
the Guard's presence, and
Guard members arrived af-
ter5 p.m.
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AP sources: Tool behind crackdown on opioids could expire

By MICHAEL BALSAMO
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Biden administration has
been slow-walking its work
on the extension of a leg-
islative order that would
keep in place a sweep-
ing tool that’s helped fed-
eral agents crack down on
drugs chemically similar to
fentanyl, three people fo-
miliar with the matter told
The Associated Press.
Inrecent weeks, the people
said, the White House and
Justice Department lead-
ers have, on several occa-
sions, canceled meetings
with officials at the Drug
Enforcement  Administra-
fion to discuss the plan
around so-called fentanyl
analogues, which are gen-
erally foreign-made drugs
with a very close chemical
makeup to the dangerous
opioid. The people had di-
rect knowledge of the dis-
cussions but were not au-
thorized to speak publicly
and spoke to the AP on the
condition of anonymity.
The legislation temporar-
ily classifies the synthetic
opioids as a Schedule 1
drug under the federal
Controlled Substances
Act, making it easier for
prosecutors to build cas-
es against fraffickers. The
emergency authority, ini-
fially authorized in 2018, is
set to expire next month
and requires Congress fo
reauthorize it.

The Biden administration
will need to either quickly
move forward to lobby
Congress to pass another
extension, propose a per-

In this March 25, 2021, file photo, President Joe Biden speaks during a news conference in the East
Room of the White House in Washington.

manent legislative solution
that could quickly pass
the House and the Senate
or put a plan in place to
prosecute cases involving
the synthetic opioids if the
temporary  authorization
expires.

“The Biden-Harris Admin-
istration is committed to
avoiding expiration of this
legislation, and we have
communicated that clear-
ly to both parties in Con-
gress,” White House spokes-
man Andrew Bates said.
There is growing concern
from lawmakers and law
enforcement officials, who
fear that faiing to act
could lead to a surge in
opioid deaths, and the rap-
idly approaching deadline
makes it nearly impossible
to reauthorize it in fime. The

U.S.is in the midst of an opi-
oid crisis.

But saying a quick yes isn't
quite so simple. The situa-
fion is politically thorny and
has the potfential to an-
ger both Democrats and
Republicans. Most of the
drugs are coming in from
China, and if President Joe
Biden were to skip the reau-
thorization it could create
foreign policy issues, but
there are concerns from
some in the administration
over mandatory minimum
sentences attached to the
order that have the poten-
fial to anger reformists.

The law friggers some
mandatory penalties for
possessing large quanti-
ties of fentanyl or fentanyl
analogues, and it's been
a hold-up, the people said.
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For example, possessing
100 grams (3.5 ounces) of a
fentanyl analogue friggers
a 10-year mandatory mini-
mum penalty; the same
penalty would apply for
possessing 1 kilogram (2.2
pounds) of heroin.

But in the last three years,
only eight prosecutions
would have even qualified
for mandatory minimum
senfences, according to
the people.

The rate at which federal
low enforcement encoun-
ters fentanyl analogues has
dropped drastically in the
last few years. Law enforce-
ment officials say that's in
part because there is little
incentive for drug traffick-
ers to change the chemical
compound given that the
low had categorized both

fentanyl and analogues
in the same class. But they
worry it will skyrocket if the
order isn’'t extended.

The analogues are power-
ful synthetic opioids that
can be significantly more
potent than morphine or
heroin.

The number of deaths
from fentanyl-related sub-
stances is unknown, but the
Centers for Disease Con-
frol and Prevention reports
that there were more than
50,000 deaths involving
all synthetic opioids in the
12-month period ending
July 2020.

The Justice Department
during President Donald
Trump’'s administration lob-
bied to make the ban per-
manent, putting fentanyl
analogues in the same le-
gal category as heroin and
cocaine forever. But Con-
gress only voted to extend
the temporary ban.

Justice officials said they
were seeking a seven-
month  extension  while
working on a more per-
manent solution and were
taking the May é deadline
seriously. But no one has
submitted legislation spon-
soring that extension in
Congress.

“"We will work with Congress
to seek a clean, seven-
month extension to pre-
vent this important law en-
forcement tool from laps-
ing while we address le-
gifimate concerns related
to mandatory minimums
and researcher access 1o
these substances,” the Jus-
fice Department said in a
statement.(Q

By ANDREW DeMILLO
Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) —
Former White House Press
Secretary Sarah Sanders’
campaign on Thursday
said she has raised nearly
$5 million in her bid to be
Arkansas’ next governor,
breaking the record for
quarterly  fundraising in
the state. Sanders’ cam-
paign said the majority
of the more than $4.8 mil-

lion raised during the first
three months of the year
came from out-of-state
donors. More than $1.5
milion came from Arkan-
sans. Sanders’ campaign,
which launched in Janu-
ary, said it held more than
50 events in Arkansas dur-
ing the quarter. Sanders is
running against Attorney
General Leslie Rutledge in
next year's Republican pri-
mary to succeed two-term

Sarah Sanders raises nearly S5M
for Arkansas governor’s race

GOP Gov. Asa Hutchinson,
who is barred by term lim-
its from seeking reelection.
Republican Lt. Gov. Tim
Griffin dropped out of the
governor's race  about
two weeks after Sanders
joined it and is now run-
ning for attorney general.

Two Democrats, Supha
Xayprasith-Mays and
James “Rus” Russell, are

also running for governor
next year.]

In this Friday, Sept. 6, 2019, file photo, Fox News contributor
Sarah Sanders makes her first appearance on the “Fox &
Friends” television program in New York.
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Lawmakers fighting like cats and dogs? Not over this bill

By HOLLY RAMER
Associated Press
CONCORD. N.H. (AP) —
Nine lives notwithstanding,
killing a cat in a hit-and-run
soon could become illegal
in New Hampshire.

New Hampshire was ahead
of the pack when it passed
a law nearly 40 years ago
that requires drivers who in-
jure or kill dogs to notify po-
lice or the animals’ owners,
or else face a $1,000 fine.
It is unclear why cats and
other pets were left out,
but the state Legislature is
currently considering an
expansion that would give
cats and canines equal
standing.

“It's a cataclysmic bill. To
not pass this would be cat-
astrophic,” Sen. Tom Sher-
man, D-Rye, said Tuesday,
drawing chuckles from fel-
low members of a Senate
commiftee. “It's a categor-
ical imperative: You have
to report,” chimed in Sen.
David Watters, D-Dover.
Republican Rep. Daryl Ab-
bas sponsored the bill on
behalf of his wife, who
found their 5-year-old caf,
Arrow, dead on the street
near their Salem home in
July 2019. The partially blind
black and gray tabby had
once again achieved his
“daily goal” of escaping
from the house and was hit
by a car, Abbas said.

“I remember teling my
wife, ‘It's an accident, we
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In this July 27, 2018 photo provided by Da

ryl Abbas, Arrow, a cat whose death has inspired

legislation to put cats on equal footing with dogs, at least when they are run over, sits in Salem, N.H.

have to forgive the person,’
but | was more upset that
the person didn't stop,” he
said. "Who doesn’t stop2”

Abbas contacted an ani-
mal control officer, who
fold him there was no re-
porting requirement. When
he expressed surprise, she
suggested he contact his
state representative. And
so he drafted the bill him-
self.

Abbas highlighted that
New Hampshire loaw al-
ready requires people to
report any property dam-
age caused by a motor ve-
hicle to the owner.

“The only glaring excep-
fion is if the damage is o
a person’s cat. Literally un-
der the law, if you were to
hit a statue of a fake cat
with your car, you would
have to report that, but not
the real cat,” he said. “The
real cat and the fake cat
should at least have equal
property protection.”

In any state, hitting an ani-
mal with a car could be a
potential violation as de-
stfruction of property, but
the New Hampshire bill is
part of a frend of states go-
ing further, said Lora Dunn,
director of the Criminal Jus-
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tice Program at the Animal
Legal Defense Fund.
“These laws are really a na-
tionwide trend to recognize
that animals are more than
your property, they are liv-
ing, feeling beings. They
have the capacity to suf-
fer, and they're deserving
of positive experiences as
well,” she said. “These laws
really recognize that sen-
tience and also the bond
between animals and their
human companions.”
Connecticut has a similar
low to New Hampshire's ex-
isting statute about dogs.
In Massachusetts, the law

includes cats and dogs,
New York requires drivers to
report injuries to dogs, cats,
horses or cattle and Rhode
Island’s statute covers all
domesticated animals.

“In this scenario, | looked
at animals that traditionally
are domestfic animals that
you keep in your house, an-
imals that you develop af-
fection for,” Abbas said. "I
don’t mean any disrespect
to ferrets, but let them ar-
gue on their own merits.”
The bil's cosponsors in-
clude Rep. Anita Burroughs,
a Democrat whose cafs
have been known fo show
up by her side during Zoom
committee hearings. And
while other legislation has
sparked contentfious de-
bate, the bipartisan meao-
sure has had an unusually
smooth path so far.

No one spoke against it at
public hearings, the House
passed it without debate
earlier this month and a
Senate committee has rec-
ommended its passage by
the full body.

Republican Gov. Chris Su-
nunu, whose cat has its
own Instagram account,
said Thursday he supports
the bill.

“Cats and dogs, dogs and
cafs, you can't have one
without the other,” he said.
“I think it's a parity bill, and
unless they were to change
something, | fully infend to
signit."d

Study finds that blocking seats on planes reduces virus risk

In this Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021, file photo, a passenger wears
a face mask she travels after take off from Harisfield-Jackson
International Airport in Atlanta.

By The Associated Press

A new study says leaving
middle seats open could
give airline  passengers

Associated Press

more protection from the
virus that causes COVID-19.
Researchers said the risk of
passengers being exposed

fo the virus from an infect-
ed person on the plane
could be reduced by 23%
to 57% if middle seats are
empty, compared with a
full flight.

The studyreleased Wednes-
day supports the response
of airlines that limited seat-
ing early in the pandemic.
However, all U.S. airlines ex-
cept Delta now sell every
seat they can, and Delta
will stop blocking middle
seats on May 1.

The airlines argue that fil-
ters and air-flow systems
on most planes make them
safe  when passengers
wear face masks, as they
are now required to do by
federal regulation.
Researchers at the U.S.

Centers for Disease Confrol
and Prevention and Kansas
State University estimated
how far airborne virus par-
ticles fravel inside a plane.
They used mannequins that
emitted aerosol to measure
the flow of virus particles
through airline cabin mock-
ups.

Nor did it consider whether
passengers are vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19. The
CDC says vaccinated peo-
ple can travel at low risk to
themselves, although the
agency sfill recommends
against nonessential fravel.
Airlines for America, a
trade group for the largest
U.S. carriers, said airlines use
several layers of measures
to prevent the spread of

the virus on planes, includ-
ing face masks, asking pas-
sengers about their health,
and stepped-up cleaning
of cabins. The group cited
a Harvard University report
funded by the airline indus-
try as showing that the risk
of fransmitting the corona-
virus on planes is very low.
Airlines were divided last
year over filling middle
seats. While Delta, South-
west, Alaska and JetBlue
limited seafing on planes,
United Airlines never did
and American Airlines only
blocked seats for a short
fime. It was mostly an aca-
demic question, because
relatively few flights last
year were crowded. That is
changing.ld
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Ukraine seeks stronger Western backing amid Russian buildup

|

By YURAS KARMANAU
Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP)
Ukraine's top  diplomat
asked Thursday for stfronger
Western backing, saying
“"words of support aren’t
enough” amid escalating
tensions in the country’s
east and a Russian troop
buildup across the border.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba, speaking
after talks with his counter-
parts from Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania, asked the
Baltic nations to reach out
to other European Union
and NATO members about
offering “practical assis-
tance” to Kyiv.

More than 14,000 people
have died in seven years
of fighting between Ukrai-
nian forces and Russia-
backed separatists in east-
ern Ukraine that erupted
after Russia’'s 2014 annexa-
fion of Ukraine's Crimean
Peninsula. Efforts to reach
a political seftlement have
stalled and violations of a
shaky fruce have become
increasingly frequent in re-
centweeks across Ukraine’s
eastern industrial heartland
known as the Donbas.
Ukraine and the West also
have sounded alarms
about the concentration of
froops along Russia’s bor-
der, a buildup that the U.S.
and NATO have described

In this handout photo released by Ukrainian Foreign Minisiry Press Office, from left, Lithuanian
Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis, Latvian Foregn Minister Edgars Rinkevics, Estonian Foreign
Minister Eva-Maria Liimets and Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba pose for a photo prior to
their talks in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 15, 2021

as the largest since 2014.
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy heads Friday
to Paris to discuss the fen-
sions with French President
Emmanuel Macron. At the
end of their lunch, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
will join them for a trilateral
video call.

Zelenskyy said after chair-
ing a meeting of Ukraine’s
security council that the
discussions in Paris will be
important for preparing

the so-called “Normandy
format” talks involving the
leaders of Ukraine, Russiq,
France and Germany.
Their last meeting in Paris
in December 2019 helped
ease tensions but failed to
make any progress on a
political settlement.
European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel ex-
pressed the  27-nation
bloc's "unwavering sup-
port” for Ukraine, saying in
a statement after the call

Associated Press

with Zelenskyy that Russia’s
moves on the border “rep-
resent threatening and de-
stabilizing activities.”

Russia has argued that it's
free to deploy ifs forces
wherever it deems nec-
essary on its territory. The
Russian defense minister
charged earlier this week
that the buildup was a re-
sponse to security threats
posed by NATO forces near
Russia’s borders.

Russia’s  Foreign  Minis-

fry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova on Thursday dis-
missed Western concerns
about the troop buildup
as a “propaganda cam-
paign” and called on the
West to encourage Kyiv fo
de-escalate tensions in the
east.

Kremlin  officials  have
warned Ukraine against try-
ing to use force to reclaim
control of the rebel east,
saying that Russia may in-
tervene to protect Russian
civilians in the region.
“Russia isn't interested in
fueling a civil war in Don-
bas and will do everything
to protfect its citizens and
ensure peace,” Zakharova
said. She urged Ukraine’s
Western allies to stop “en-
couraging the Kyiv regime
to engage in disastrous
bloody adventures” by pro-
viding military assistance
and political support.

Amid the recent tensions,
the U.S. informed Turkey
that two U.S. warships would
sail to the Black Sea on April
14-15 and stay there about
three weeks. But Turkish For-
eign Minister Mevlut Cavu-
soglu said Thursday that the
U.S. Embassy had nofified
Ankara that the two war-
ships wouldn't be making
the crossing.U.S. Navy ships
have made regular visits
to the Black Sea in recent
years, vexing Moscow.]

Canadian lawmaker caught naked during video conference

OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) —
A Canadian Parlioment
member was caught stark
naked in a virtual meeting
of the House of Commons.
William Amos, who has
represented the Quebec
district of Ponfiac since
2015, appeared on the
screens of his fellow law-
makers completely naked
Wednesday. The pandem-
ic has meant many Co-
nadian lawmakers partici-
pate in sessions via video
conference instead of in
person.

A screenshot obtfained by
The Canadian Press shows
Amos standing behind a
desk between the Que-
bec and Canadian flags,
his private parts hidden by
what appears to be a mo-

bile phone in one hand.

“This was an unfortunate
error,” Amos said in a
statement sent by email.
““My video was acciden-
tally turned on as | was

IEonnecting to aull™
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changing infto my work
clothes after going for a
jog. | sincerely apologize
fo my colleagues in the
House of Commons for this
unintentional  distraction.

il

This screenshot obtained by The Canadian Press shows Liberal
MP William Amos, top, naked in his office during a video
conference call on Wednesday, April 14, 2021.

Associated Press

Obviously, it was an honest
mistake and it won't hap-
pen again.”

Claude DeBellefeuille, a
legislator for the opposi-
fion Bloc Quebecois party,
raised the incident in a
point of order after ques-
fion period, suggesting
that parliamentary deco-
rum requires male Parlia-
ment members to wear
a jacket and tie — and a
shirt, underwear and frou-
sers.

Speaker Anthony Rota lat-
er thanked DeBellefeuille
for her ‘“observations”
and clarified that while he
had not seen anything, he
checked with technicians
and confirmed they saw
something. He reminded
lawmakers to always be

vigilant when they are
near a camera and micro-
phone.

Amos, the parliamen-
tary secretary to Industry
Minister  Francois-Philippe
Champagne, was visible
only to Parliament mem-
bers and staffers on an in-
ternal video conference
feed. Because he was not
specking, his image did
not show up on the public
feed.

Liberal Party colleague
Mark Holland said Amos
was “utterly mortified.” Hol-
land said he was satisfied
with the explanation from
his colleague.

“I don't think there was
any ill intent. It's certainly
an unfortunate circum-
stance,” Holland said..]
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Blinken in Afghanistan to sell Biden troop withdrawal

By MATTHEW LEE

AP Diplomatic Writer
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —
U.S. Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken made an unan-
nounced visit to Afghani-
stan on Thursday to sell Af-
ghan leaders and a wary
public on President Joe
Biden's decision to with-
draw all American troops
from the country and end
America’s longest war.
Blinken sought to assure se-
nior Afghan politicians that
the United States remains
commifted to the country
despite Biden's announce-
ment a day earlier that the
2,500 U.S. soldiers remain-
ing in the country would be
coming home by the 20th
anniversary of the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks that led to
the U.S. invasion in 2001.

“I wanted to demonstrate
with my visit the ongoing
commitment of the United
States to the Islamic Re-
public and the people of
Afghanistan,” Blinken tfold
Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani as they met at the
presidential palace in Kao-
bul. “The partnership s
changing, but the partner-
ship itself is enduring.”

"We respect the decision
and are adjusting our pri-
orities,” Ghani told Blinken,
expressing gratitude for the
sacrifices of US troops.
Later, in a meeting with
Abdullah  Abdullah, who

Abdullah Abdullah, Chairman of the High Council for National Reconciliation, right, meets with
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, at the Sapidar Palace in Kabul, Afghanistan, Thursday, April

15, 2021.

heads the Natfional Rec-
onciliation Council, Blinken
repeated his message, say-
ing that “we have a new
chapter, but it is a new
chapter that we're writing
together.”

“"We are grateful to your
people, your country, your

administration,”  Abdullah
said.

NATO immediately fol-
lowed Biden's lead on
Wednesday, saying ifs

roughly 7,000 non-Ameri-
can forces in Afghanistan
would be departing within

a few months, ending the
foreign military presence
that had been a fact of life
for a generation of Afghans
already reeling from more
than 40 years of conflict.

Biden, Blinken, Austin have
all tried to put a brave face
on the pullout, maintaining
that the U.S.- and NATO-
led missions to Afghanistan
had achieved their goal
of decimating Osama bin
Laden’s al-Qaida network
that launched the 9/11
aftacks and clearing the
counftry of terrorist elements

Associated Press

that could use Afghan soil
to plot similar strikes.
However, that argument
has faced pushback from
some U.S. lawmakers and
human rights advocates,
who say the withdrawal will
result in the loss of freedoms
that Afghans enjoyed af-
ter the Taliban was ousted
from power in late 2001.
“My views are very pes-
simistic,” Naheed Farid, a
member of parliament, told
reporters when asked her
thoughts about the future
of her country. Farid was

one of a half-dozen, mostly
women, civic leaders who
met with Blinken at the U.S.
Embassy in Kabul. She did
not elaborate.

Despite billions of U.S. dol-
lars in aid, 20 years after
the invasion, more than
half of Afghanistan’s 36 mil-
lion people live on less than
$1.90 a day, according to
World Bank figures. Afghan-
istan is also considered one
of the worst countries in the
world for women'’s rights
and wellbeing, according
tfo the Georgetown Insti-
tute for Women Peace and
Security.For many Afghans
the past two decades
have been disappointing,
as corruption has over-
taken successive govern-
ments and powerful war-
lords have amassed wealth
and loyal militias who are
well armed. Many Afghans
fear the chaos will worsen
even more once America
leaves.

At a news conference in
the capital before leaving,
Blinken said while America
is drawing down its mili-
tary force, it is stepping up
its engagement with the
Afghan government and
people and would con-
finue financial support for
the Afghan National Se-
curity Forces. Washington
pays a $4 billion-a-year bill
to maintain Afghanistan’s
security forces. [

Lawyer: 290 relatives file for compensation in MH-17 downing

By MIKE CORDER
Associated Press
THE HAGUE, Netherlands
(AP) — A lawyer for rela-

fives of people killed in the
2014 downing of Malaysia
Airlines Flight 17 over east-
ern Ukraine told a court

In this July 17, 2014, file photo, people walk amongst the debris
at the crash site of MH17 passenger plane near the village of
Grabovo, Ukraine, that left 298 people killed.

Associated Press

hearing Thursday that 290
relatives and partners of
the victims have filed com-
pensation claims for “*emo-
tional distress” against the
four suspects charged in
the downing.

Lawyer Arlette Schijns was
speaking at a preliminary
hearing in the long-running
legal proceedings against
three Russians and a Ukrai-
nian charged with involve-
ment in shooting down the
Amsterdam-to-Kuala Lum-
pur flight on July 17, 2014.
All 298 people on board
the Boeing 777 were killed.
None of the suspects have
appeared in court and the
case is proceeding in their
absence.

“No compensation can

offset the losses suffered by
relatives. That said, com-
pensafion can provide
a feeling of recognition
when it comes fo moral
damage and can also of-
fer a certain feeling of jus-
fice,” Schijns told judges.

She said around 90 rela-
fives want to make victim
impact statements during
the frial, which is expected
fo begin hearings on the
substance of the charges
in June.After a painstaking
international investigation
spanning years, prosecu-
tors charged four suspects
Russians Igor Girkin, Sergey
Dubinskiy and Oleg Pu-
latov as well as Ukrainian
Leonid Kharchenko with
multiple counts of murder

for their alleged involve-
ment in shoofing down
the flight. Prosecutors say
the plane was shattered in
mid-air when it was hit by a
Buk missile system trucked
intfo Ukraine from a Russian
military base. Russia denies
any involvement in the
downing.

Schijns said the amount of
compensation per relative
ranged from 40,000-50,000
euros ($48,000-60,000) de-
pending on the relatives’
relationship to the victim.
She said under civil law,
many relatives are unable
to claim compensation,
such as siblings who did
not live with a victim at the
time flight MH-17 was shot
down.
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A retiring Castro to bring younger face to Cuba’s communists

By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ and
JOSHUA GOODMAN
Associated Press

HAVANA (AP) —This week’s
Communist Party congress
could be the last with @
Castro at the helm of Cu-
ba’s all-powerful polifical
institution.

Six years after the death
of Fidel Castro, his brother
and fellow leader of the is-
land’s 1959 revolution, Raul
Castro, is being watched to
see if he fulfills his commit-
ment to give up the reins of
the only political organiza-
fion permitted in the coun-
fry of 11 million people.
Raul Castroin 2016 said that
he would give up the post
of party secretary-general
at the party’s eighth con-
gress, which is scheduled
to begin Friday. Standing
down would complete the
move fo turn control over
to a younger generation
of revolutionaries led by
Miguel Diaz-Canel, who
fook over the presidency
from Castro in 2018.

Many Cubans are anx-
jous over the change after
having their daily affairs
guided for more than six
decades by a Castro, and
Raul Castro’s expected exit
from the political scene
couldn’'t come at a more
difficult time. The corona-
virus  pandemic, painful
financial reforms and re-
strictions reimposed by the
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In this April 16, 2016 file photo, Cuba’s President Raul Casiro addresses the Cuban Communist

Party Congress in Havana, Cuba.

Trump administration have
again brought food lines
and shortages reminiscent
of the "“special period”
that followed the collapse
of the Soviet Union in the
1990s. But unlike past crisis
that brought Cubans fo-
gether, concern is on the
rise, fueled by the spread
of the Internet and grow-
ing inequality that has laid
bare the socialist system'’s
failings. “We've lost an en-
tire decade,” said Alina
Lopez, a Havana historian
who runs a blog that is a fo-
rum for leftist criticism of the
government. “They don’t
how fo bring real change

because any change
must start with a lot of self-
critique.” At the previous
Communist Party congress,
in 2016, Castro announced
that owing to the “inexo-
rable laws of life,” he would
step down as first secretary-
general of the Commu-
nist Party in 2021 and vyield
power to Diaz-Canel. Also
expected to resign at the
gathering is Castro’s depu-
ty, 90-year-old José Ramon
Machado. That would po-
tentially leave the 17-mem-
ber Politburo for the first
fime without any veterans
of the guerrilla insurgency,
or what many Cubans af-

Associated Press

fectionately refer to as the
“historic generation.”
Wiliom LeoGrande, an
American University expert
on Cuba, said such an out-
come could greatly en-
hance Diaz-Canel’'s ability
to push through overdue
reforms as part of a broad-
er economic opening ap-
proved a decade ago.

In January, Diaz-Canel fi-
nally pulled the trigger on
a plan approved two con-
gresses ago to unify the
island’s dual currency sys-
tem, giving rise to fears of
inflafion. After the economy
confracted 11% last year,
he also threw the doors

open to a broaderrange of
private enterprise that had
been stamped out by state
planning, permitting Cu-
bans to legally operate al-
most any self-run businesses
from their homes.

But authorities have yet to
tackle what LeoGrande
considers the elephant in
the room an overhaul of
the bloated state-run com-
panies and government
agencies on which the vast
majority of Cubans depend
for their meager salaries
and subsistence.

“They keep saying they
will require the state en-
ferprises to become prof-
itable but that's precisely
where there's resistance
because the private sector
isn't growing fast enough,”
said LeoGrande, who fre-
quently conducts research
in Cuba but hasn't traveled
there since prior to the pan-
demic. “Laying off a lot of
people could lead to social
and political problems.”

To be sure, any change in
Cuba is likely to be slow.
The word  “continuity”
scrawled in red is repeat-
ed multiple times on a gi-
ant billboard touting the
party gathering erected in
the same Revolution Plaza
where Fidel Casftro at his
height in the 1960s and
1970s used fo mesmerize
Cubans with his anfi-impe-
rialist harangues.

Mexico movestorequire biomeitric datafrom cellphone users

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Ac-
tivists and opposition fig-
ures cried foul Wednes-
day after Mexico's Senate
passed legislation to re-
quire cellphone compa-
nies to gather customers’
identification and biomet-
ric data, like fingerprints or
eye scans.

President Andrés Manuel
Lépez Obrador's Morena
party supported the bill,
saying it is needed to fight
crimes like extortion and
kidnapping that frequent-
ly involve the use of cell-
phones.

The legislation, which was
already passed by the
Chamber of Deputies,
would give cell companies

two years to collect the
data and make it avail-
able to the government.
Civic groups said the meao-
sure would put customers’
personal data af risk and
do little to fight crime. The
Mexican government has
fried cellphone registries
before without success
and hasn't even been
able to block cell calls
from within prisons.

Lopez Obrador, who sfill
must sign the bill for it to
become law, said that “it
is just a registry to care for
the population,” adding
that “we will never spy on
anybody.”

Critics are more con-
cerned about the informa-

tion being leaked or sold,
saying it could actually
help thieves, extortionists
and kidnappers.

The civic group Network
for the Defense of Digital
Rights said that “only au-
thoritarian countries” de-
mand such information on
cellphone users and that
criminals could easily steal
or clone chips or phones
to get around the require-
ments.

The group noted that a
similar registry attempted
by a previous administra-
fion between 2008 and
2011 was abandoned af-
ter user data was leaked.
It said such a massive
government registry of as

FONDO HISTORICO ANTONIO ORTIZ MEI
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Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador speaks
during a news conference marking the 100th day of his third
year in office, at the National Palace in Mexico City, Tuesday,

March 30, 2021.

many as 120 million cell-

Opponents

Associated Press
said  they

phone lines would also be would seek to block the

vulnerable to hackers.

law in court..
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Elements Restaurant Present Aruba’s only Authentic Aruban & Caribbean Buffet
A feast of traditional Aruban and Caribbean flavors and ingredients
overlooking one of the most spectacular beaches in the world

EAGLE BEACH — Elements Restaurant, located at Bucu-
ti & Tara Beach Resort, proudly reveals its Authentic
Aruban & Caribbean Buffet, available every Monday
through Saturday from 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM for $24.50
per person. On Sundays the restaurant continues with
its famous Sunday Brunch.

“We wanted to create an authentic Aruban menu
that, with each bite, will take you back-in-fime to your
childhood home. We want you to relive the nostal-
gic flavors of the stews and desserts your parents and
grandparents prepared. For our infernational custom-
ers, we want them to enjoy a traditional and culturally
enrich dining experience.” Ewald Biemans, owner/CEO
of Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, explains.

Executive Chef Marc Giesbers, Director of Food and
Beverage, and his team of local & Caribbean chefs
have been working hard and testing out different
dishes to reimagine your lunch dining experience. The
rotating menu has everything from local cornbread to
polenta sticks, plantains, corn patties, Aruban ceviche,
seafood salad, sulz, pickled pork, blood sausage, cu-
cumber or papaya stoba, beef or chicken stews, fish or
chicken soup, jerk chicken, Caribbean seafood paella,
a pasta station, and a dessert tasting of flan, cashew
cake, local fruit cake, and much more! “Our team is
incredibly diverse, and our buffet assortment highlights
this. Besides our traditional local dishes made by our
Aruban chefs and cooks, we also offer various Carib-
bean dishes created by our Jamaican, Dominican,
Haitian, Colombian, and Venezuelan chefs and cooks.
Each chef or cook concentrates on making an au-
thentic dish from their region, highlighting the delight-
ful palettes they remember from infancy.” Chef Marc
explains. “It is also important to us to support our local
farmers as much as possible. Our assortment rotates to
include ingredients that are in season, and we source
as much as we can locally or from nearby regions.” 1
The award-winning and adults-only beachfront restau-
rant will also continue to offer their regular a-la-carte
menus, which cater to all dietary needs, including veg-
etarian, vegan, and gluten-free diefts.

Don't forget that the restaurant also offers its ultra ro-
mantic private dinners for two in one of their famous
beach cabanas. Guests can enjoy their meal and a
Caribbean cocktail or mocktail overlooking the spec-
tacular Eagle Beach on Elements’ outdoor seating
deck. Reservations are recommended and be mindful
that the restaurant does not seat groups larger than six
persons and does not take cash (all major credit and
debit cards are accepted).

For reservations, please visit www.elementsaruba.com
or call +297 583 1100.41
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Aruba has its Dog Control Unit

ORANIJESTAD - The Dog
Control Unit was put into
use on Wednesday April
14, 2021. Last July, the Cen-
ter for Dog Conirol was
opened to address the seri-
ous problem of stray dogs.

Prime Minister Evelyn Wev-
er-Croes aftended the

commissioning of the unit

and said many positive
things have happened in
the Dog Confrol Center
since then. The most im-
portant aspect is that the
so-called culling loft was
abolished. Now it has been
replaced by a Dog Con-
frol Center. A place under
responsible management,
where most of the unwant-

ed pets brought in by their
owners are given a second
chance.

Now Aruba finally has a
Dog Control Unit, and its
main task is to collect stray
dogs, including those with
an owner. The aim is to re-
duce the number of stray
dogs to an amount that
does not cause any nui-
sance to the dogs them-
selves, children, athletes,
motorists and fourists. The
Dog Conftrol Unit will take
the dog to the Dog Control
Center fo see if it can be
reunited with its owner. It is
important to point out that
the Dog Control Service
does not pick up dog ca-
davers on the street. That is
Serlimar's job.

] i
The goal isn't just to pick up
stray dogs. The Dog Control
Unit will also check compli-
ance with the Dog Ordi-
nance, which has been in
effect since 2015. This is @
collaboration between the
police and Bureau City In-
spector. The van from the
Dog Control Unit has been
facilitated by the Minister
of Justice and symbolically

delivered to the Bureau City
Inspector to perform this
function. If the unit picks up
a dog from the street and
is later determined to have
an owner, the dog owner
will face the consequences
as stipulated in the Dog Or-
dinance. Therefore, all dog
owners are advised to keep
their dog in their yard.[d

Aruba’s Aloe

ORANJESTAD — The aloe
plant has been grown on
Aruba since the mid-1800.
The climate and the dry soil
are particularly suitable for
the aloe culture. The plant
flourishes well here: the
Aruban aloe has an aloin
content of 22 %, while the
content of aloin in the rest
of the world is 15% at the
most.

The flourishing of the aloe
culture in Aruba was un-
der Commander Jan Hele-
nus Ferguson (1866-1871).
That's why the road that
leads from downtown
through the aloe fields was
named after him. In the
19th century, an aloe plan-
tation was also constructed
in Socotoro; Socotoro has
probably been named af-
ter the island of Sokotra
or Socotora, at the time a

British island in the Indian
Ocean, off the coast of Ye-
men. That island lies on the
same degree of longitude
as Aruba and aloe is grown
there too. The legend says
that Alexander the Great,
on the recommendation
of Aristotle, conquered this
island for the aloe that he
used to cure the wounds of
his soldiers.

On the aloe plantation
Mon Plaisir, owned by the
Frenchman Louis Bazin, a
for its time modern steam
driven cooking installation
was installed, in the begin-
ning of 1900. In the 19th
cenfury, Aruba was the
main supplier of aloin resin
that was mainly used for the
production of laxatives. The
aloin was exported abroad,
mainly fo New York, but
also to Hamburg and to
London. The resin from the

Antilles (called “Curacao
resin’ at the time) was one
of the best in the world and
more expensive than the
other types on the market.
Aruba'’s share in the export
of "Curacao resin' was over
90%. In the economy of that
time, before the arrival of
the oil industry, aloe meant
a reasonable source of in-
come, in particular for the
small 'cunucero' (farmer).
In times of unemployment
— de dry season — the aloe
culture was a good source
of existence.

In the beginning of 1900,
the first scienfific research
is done on the aloe plant.
This confirmed clearly the
healing effect of aloin on
sunburn and other burns.
The arrival of the oil indus-
fry had a big impact on
the labor market on Aruba
and the aloe culture got

a bit on the background.
It was only after World
War Il that the aloe cul-
ture was resumed. In 1949
Casey Eman founded the
first aloe factory of Arubaq,
under the name of Aruba
Aloe Products Company.
At the time, the aloe juices
were locally processed to
aloin and shipped to the
United Statfes. In 1951, the
production of Aruban aloe
amounted to about 15.000

pounds or 30% of the total
world production. Source:
http://www.historiadiaru-
ba.aw.
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ORANJESTAD - Aruba Air-
port Authority N.V. (AAA),
is about to start its major
redevelopment project
“Gateway 2030” designed
to address some of Queen
Beatrix International Air-
port’s (AUA Airport) capac-
ity constraints, customer
experience, and sustain-
ability. It was COVID that
forced AUA Airport to start
rethinking the execution
mode of this ambitious
project in the beginning of
2020.

AAA’'s management un-
der the supervision of the
Supervisory Board decided
to continue with the execu-
fion of and investment in
the Gateway 2030 project,
regardless the COVID crisis.
The improvement of the
vital airport infrastructure
will be a long-term asset.
The COVID crisis, being a
hard hit for Aruba, will be a
temporary phenomenon.
However, it has been de-
cided that in the execu-
fion a phased approach
will be followed. A phased
approach will help to bet-
ter control and manage
the execution and will give
the opportunity to embed
new insights in next phases
during this multiyear proj-
ect. Today, AAA publicly
announces that the execu-
fion of the first phase will
start, the so-called Gate-
way 2030 Phase TA.

The Gateway Phase 1A will
consist of:

1) The construction of
a new baggage hall.

2) The implementation
of a new baggage han-
dling system.

3) The expansion of
the US Check in hall, ac-
companied by

4) The necessary air-
side and landside connec-
tions.

To support the Aruban
economy in the best pos-
sible way it has been de-
cided fo execute this
phase 100% locally. This
means that a project ven-
fure of five Aruban con-
fractors will jointly execute
this first phase of Gateway
2030. A project venture of

AUA Airport is ready to add the next chapter to its history:
Gateway 2030 phase 1A can now officially commence

Albo Aruba NV, Bohama
Aruba NV, Arubaanse We-
genbouw  Maatschappij
(AWM), Croon Caribe and
CHS Technical Contract-
ing and Trading Company
N.V. has been selected to
do the job and will work un-
der the name ABC Project
Venture.

“Gateway 2030 Phase TA
will make use of the latest
technology and innovation
to ultimately benefit our
passengers, making their
journey much faster, seam-
less and hassle-free. The
use of biometric and self-
service equipment in the
check-in hall, paired with
a ‘'best in class’ baggage
handling system will pro-
vide significant efficiency
gains to the airport opero-
tions, all while adhering to
the highest levels of safety,
security and sustainabil-
ity.” said Mr. Shensly Tromp,
AAA Director of Develop-
ment & Technology

The objectives of Phase TA
include:

1) A touchless and
seamless process at check-
in.

2) No need to recol-
lect any baggage on the
way fo US Pre-clearance.
3) Secondary screen-
ing will take place only for
Selectee screening.

4) Tail-to-Tail transfers:
This will allow airlines to fur-
ther reduce the connec-
tion fimes at their respec-
tive hubs.

5) LEED Gold certifica-
tion Phase TA will ensure
that the project is con-
structed and operated in
a sustainable and environ-
mentally friendly way.
“During fimes of crisis it is
essential that the govern-
ment and companies con-
tinue fo invest in the local
economy. With the start of
the Gateway 2030 project
phase 1A, an investment
of 140 million USD will be
made, and it will generate
more than 200 jobs which is
much needed during these
hard fimes. Despite the
many challenges this proj-
ect will continue, and Aru-
ba will have one of the best
airports in the region,” said

Aruba’s Minister of Tourism
Dangui Oduber.

"As well-established com-
panies on Aruba we are
very proud and grateful
fo be part of this project.
Teamwork between AAA,
our parthers and many
other involved stakehold-
ers made it possible for us
to be where we are today.
With the combined re-
sources, local expertise and
know-how of the ABC Proj-
ect Venture partners, we
can take on this challeng-
ing project. Not only will this
project confribute to the
confinuity of our businesses,
but will simultaneously cre-
ate opportunities for many
other subcontractors and
suppliers and stimulate Aru-
ba's economy. With the re-
alization of this project we
will achieve another mile-
stone on Aruba” said Ger-
co Rijkers representative of
the ABC Project Venture.

Timeline for the Gateway
2030 Phase TA will be a
groundbreaking in  June
of 2021. The first milestone
will be reached in Febru-
ary 2023 where the Bag-
gage Handling Building will
be completed. The sec-
ond milestone will follow in
August of that same year
(2023) when the comple-
fion of the check-in hall
and the civil works will be
completed. The complete
Phase 1A project is set to
be handed over by the
ABC project Venture to
AUA Airport in July of 2024.

“In the end it all boils down
to two of AAA’s strategic
ambitions, namely contrib-
uting to the Aruban com-
munity and being the lead-
ing innovative airport in the
Caribbean. Gateway 2030
Phase 1A with its economic
spin off, a LEED Gold ambi-
tion and its state-of-the-art
baggage handling system
is a perfect example of
how we give substance to
these ambitions. The plan-
ning and designing phase
is complete, it's time to ex-
ecute our ambitions. We
are excited to make history
together!” said AAA CEO
Joost Meijs.[]



BUSINESS

A1l

FRIDAY 16 APRIL 2021

Banks to see big profits as COVID ‘bad’ loans become ‘good’

By KEN SWEET

AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The no-
fion’s largest banks are ex-
pected to report big profits
for the first quarter amid
renewed confidence that
pandemic-battered con-
sumers and businesses can
repay their debts and start
borrowing again.

The brighter outlook allows
banks to move billions of
dollars worth of “bad” loans
back to the “"good” pile, in
what are known as loan
loss releases. The pandem-
ic forced banks such as
JPMorgan Chase and Bank
of America to put aside bil-
lions of dollars to cover po-
tentially bad loans.

The sum of money put into
these pools is nothing smalill.
Across the entire banking
industry  large and small
banks alike a collective
$120 billion is set aside to
cover these loans, accord-
ing to data from the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration. And a significant
chunk of it around $40 bil-
lion was set aside by the
natfion’s largest financial
institutions.

These funds, once released,
are added to a bank’s bot-
tfom line when they report
their quarterly profits.

Most banks are expected
to report significantly im-
proved results compared
to the first quarter of 2020.

Mercedes

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP)
— Daimler AG on Thursday
unveiled a battery-pow-
ered counterpart to its fop
Mercedes-Benz luxury se-
dan as German carmakers
ramp up their challenge to
electric upstart Tesla.

The EQS is the first Mer-
cedes-Benz vehicle to be
buill on a framework de-
signed from the start as an
electric car, rather than
using components from an

internal-combustion  ve-
hicle.

Mercedes underscored
the car's technological

features by equipping it
with a sweeping touch-
screen panel that stretch-
es across the entire front of

[\ &

A Chase Bank is seen, Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021, in Woburn, Mass.

JPMorgan is expected to
report a profit of $3.09, up
from a profit of 78 cents per
share a year earlier, ac-
cording to FactSet. Bank
of America is expected to
post a profit of 66 cents per
share, compared to the 40
cents a share it earned last

year.
The banks have massive
government  stimulus  to

thank for the improvement,
as well as the recovering
economy and fewer de-
faults than originally antici-
pated. Just in the U.S., fril-
lions of dollars have been

rolls out luxury electric

the car's interior in place
of a conventional dash-
board. Tesla and other

spent to keep individuals
and businesses afloat in the
form of one-time cash pay-
ments and the Paycheck
Protection Program. Mul-
tiple surveys have shown
that Americans used at
least a portion of their re-
lief payments to pay down
debts or get caught up on
their loans, including one
from the New York Fed that
found households plan fo
use more than one-third of
their stimulus payment to
pay down debt.

Further the government
has allowed banks to be

carmakers are also adding
large screens to their inte-
riors.

In this photo provide by German car maker Mercedes and
taken in March 2021 shows an EQS car in Stuttgart, Germany.
Mercedes-EQ will present the all-electric luxury sedan EQS at
a digital world premiere on the Mercedes me media online
plaiform on Thursday, April 15, 2021.

Associated Press
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more flexible in defining
what loans are considered
bad or not allowing longer
forbearances and grace
periods which in turn has
kept some loans out of the
“bad” pile.

The U.S. economy is es-
timated to have grown
4.9% in the first quarter af-
ter growing by 4.3% in the
fourth quarter of last year,
according to FactSet. Em-
ployers hired at a rapid
pace in March. With more
people gefting vaccinat-
ed, spending is expected
to pick up.

car in duel

The EQS is the sibling to
the company’'s S-Class
large internal-combustion
sedan, the luxury brands
flagship model that sells
for $110,000 and up. The
two cars aim at the same
upper end of the mar-
ket, though the EQS is set
apart by being build on
the company’s electric-
vehicle architecture, or
EVA. Mercedes isn't saying
yet how much the EQS will
cost when it reaches cus-
tfomers later this year.

Daimler said the vehicle
will get 770 kilometers (478
miles) on a full charge un-
der testing standard used
in the European Union.
The company is offering

“I'have little doubt that with
(the stimulus), huge deficit
spending, more (help from
the Federal Reserve), a
new potential infrastructure
bill, a successful vaccine
and euphoria around the
end of the pandemic, that
the U.S. economy will likely
boom,” said Jamie Dimon,
JPMorgan Chase’'s CEO
and chairman, in a letter to
shareholders last week.
Bank stocks have reflected
investors’ anficipation for
the improved condifions.
Since Oct. 1, the KBW Bank
index, which fracks the
shares of two dozen large
U.S. banks, has risen 66%.
Banks have already start-
ed releasing some loans
from the bad pile as the
outlook for the economy
has improved. JPMorgan
Chase in the fourth quarter
moved $1.89 bilion of the
roughly $20 billion it had set
aside during the pandemic
out of its loan-loss reserves.
Citigroup moved roughly
$1.5 billion of its reserves last
quarter as well.

Banks are expected con-
duct these loan-loss re-
serve releases for some
time, potentially into the
end of 2022, according to
analysts at UBS. This is large-
ly because the economic
recovery will likely take at
least a year, and banks
don't want to release the
funds all in one shot. [

with Tesla

a year's free charging
through lonity, a network
of highway charging sta-
fions built by a group of
major automakers.
German carmakers were
slower to develop all-elec-
fric models until tougher
environmental regulations
and sales lost to California-
based Tesla pushed them
fo ramp up their efforts.
Volkswagen sold 422,000
electric vehicles last year
and developed the ID.3, a
compact it hopes will win
over mass-market buyers,
while its Porsche division
has come out with the
Taycan sports car. BMW
launched the X3 electric
suv.d
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Global warming’s extreme rains threaten Hawaii’s coral reefs

By CALEB JONES
Associated Press
HONOLULU (AP) — As mud-
dy rainwater surged from
Hawaii's steep seaside
mountains and inundated
residential communities
last month, the damage
caused by flooding was
obvious — houses were
destroyed and businesses
swamped, landslides cov-
ered highways and raging
rivers and streams were
clogged with debris.

But exireme rain events
predicted to become
more common with hu-
man-caused global warm-
ing not only wreak havoc
on land the runoff from
these increasingly severe
storms also threatens Ha-
waii's coral reefs.

“These big events are the
ones that have the greatest
damage because they are
the ones that put the most
sediment and nutrients out
ontfo the reef,” said C. Mark
Eakin, senior coral advisor
tfo the Natfional Oceanic
and Atmospheric  Admin-
istration and the former di-
rector of the agency’s Cor-
al Reef Watch program.

A warmer climate tends
to amplify existing weath-
er patterns, said Hawaii's
state climatologist, Pao-
Shin  Chu, noting the is-
lands have an overall wet
climate and that powerful
storms are expected to be-
come more frequent.
"Given this climate change
or global warming, as we
have seen over the last
hundred years, the atmo-
spheric water vapor pres-
sure is increasing,” said
Chu. “We have some evi-
dence showing that we al-
ready have some increas-
ing, very intense rain.”
Coral reefs make up much
of  Hawaii's  nearshore
ocean ecosystem and are
critical to the state’s econ-
omy.

Hawaii's reefs protect pop-
ulated shorelines from mas-
sive ocean swells and storm
surges from tropical storms
a benefit the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey valued at more
than $860 million a year.
Adding tourism, fishing, cul-
tural value and other fac-
tors, the state's reefs are
worth more than $33 bil-
lion, according to a NOAA-
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In this Thursday, Sept. 13, 2018, file photo, rainwater rushes through a spillway in Honolulu after
heavy rains from a tropical storm.

funded study.

March’s  flooding  was
caused by a weather sys-
fem that stalled over the
islands and brought two
weeks of rain, much ex-
fremely heavy.

On Oahu’s North Shore,
“a very large flood wave”
rushed down from the
mountains and flooded
the town of Haleiwa, said
National Weather Service
hydrologist Kevin Kodama.
“That's a big challenge in
Hawaii, where we have
small, steep watersheds,”
Kodama said. “Most of the
basins in the state will pro-
duce flash flooding.”

Last month had 11 flash
flood events and was the
wettest March in 15 years,
he said.

The runoff problem is mul-
fifaceted. Deforestation
and grading on construc-
fion sites and farms lead
to increased runoff. Feral
animals such as goats, pigs
and deer clear vegetation,
causing erosion and exces-
sive sedimentation on reefs.
And constant, low-level
runoff carries gasoline and
oil from roadways, house-
hold chemicals, trash and
pesticides into the ocean.

Any significant change in
ocean conditions, such
as an influx of fresh wao-
ter alone, can harm coral
health. Contaminants and

soil from land accumulate
on reefs and can smother
and kill the coral. Scientists
say suspension of material
in the water can also block
sunlight coral needs to sur-
vive.

One of the biggest prob-
lems for Hawaii reefs is
sewage. There are about
88,000 cesspools through-
out the islands, many in
coastal areas.

“"Cesspools are essentially
a hole in the ground where
there is no freatment prior
to wastewater entering the
environment,” said Jamison
Gove, a research ocean-
ographer with NOAA who
lives on Oahu’s North Shore.
Cesspools leak into ground-
water and with heavy
rains, they overflow and
send pathogens and other
harmful contaminants into
the ocean.

In the town of Pupukeaq,
where professional surfers
compete at the famed
Banzai Pipeline reef break,
more than 330 million gal-
lons (1.25 billion liters) of
wastewater entfers  the
ocean each year enough
to fill hundreds of Olympic
size swimming pools.

On the North Shore during
the recent flood, “brown,
polluted water just blanket-
ed the entire town,” Gove
said. "You could just smell it
everywhere.”

Associated Press

More than half the state’s
cesspools are on the Big Is-
land, home to some of the
state’s most expansive and
pristine coral reefs. And
Gove said some areas have
shown a clear decrease in
coral cover where sewage
routfinely enters the ocean.
A reef off the town of Puako
an extensively monitored
location has seen signifi-
cant losses, he said. Coral
cover there has declined
by about 70% since 1975.
“This is probably one of the
more dramatic examples
since coral cover is not this
high in a lot of places,” he
said. “Butf since we don't
have this type of data ev-
erywhere, we can't say for
sure this isn't a more com-
mon story.”

NOAA is providing data on
the issue to the state, and
efforts to remove cesspools
and change infrastructure
to slow and distribute flood-
water could help Hawaii's
reefs.

The state has banned cess-
pools in new construction
and is attempting fo re-
move the existing ones by
2050.

Although coral reefs world-
wide face threats from
global warming, including
marine heatwaves that
bleach and kill coral, storm
runoff could prove a more
serious and immediate

threat to reefs in Hawaii.

“In Hawaii, | would rate run-
off much higher than ma-
rine heatwaves in driving
coral decline,” said Greg
Asner, director of the Cen-
ter for Global Discovery
and Conservation Science
at Arizona State University.

In 2019, Asner and his tfeam
used imaging ftechnology
on aircraft coupled with
satellite data to create new
detailed mayps of all living
coral in the Hawaiian Is-
lands. The data, now being
used by federal and state
scientists, shows a correla-
fion between land-based
pollutants from runoff and
coral health.

“More runoff impacts reefs,
mostly by mobilizing more
chemicals and sediment
on land,” Asner said. “In-
creased chemical pollution
and sedimentation is a ma-
jor driver of coral decline.”

March’s floods were not
the first of their kind.

A 2018 rainstorm on Kauai
caused widespread flood-
ing that cut off a commu-
nity for weeks. The storm
set a new U.S. record for
rainfall in a single day with
nearly 50 inches (127 cen-
timeters).

Ku'ulei Rodgers, a coral
reef ecologist at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii's Institute
of Marine Biology, studied
that 2018 flood as well as
a 2002 flood in the same
area. The 2002 rains swept
earth from a construction
site intfo the sea and “killed
almost an entire reef,” Rod-
gers said.

After the 2018 flood, a
review found fish abun-
dance on a nearby reef
had been reduced by 20%
and urchins, which help
clean reefs and keep coral
healthy, were reduced by
40%.

When making policy deci-
sions about how to safe-
guard reefs, Rodgers said,
it'simportant to understand
that land and oceans are
intertwined.

“(Native) Hawaiians knew
there was a connection
between the two because
whatever they did upland
would affect their fishing
downstream,” she said.
“The better the watershed,
the better the reef and vice
versa."]
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Google Earth adds time lapse video to
depict climate change

By MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Technology Writer

SAN RAMON, Cadlif. (AP) —
The Google Earth app is
adding a new video fea-
ture that draws upon near-
ly four decades of satellite
imagery to vividly illustrate
how climate change has
affected glaciers, beach-
es, forests and other places
around the world.

The tool unveiled Thursday
is rolling out in what is be-
ing billed as the biggest
update to Google Earth
in five years. Google says
it undertook the complex
project in partnership with
several government agen-
cies, including NASA in
the U.S. and its European
counterpart, in hopes that
it will help a mass audience
grasp the sometimes ab-
stract concept of climate
change in more tangible
terms through its free Earth
app.

Cornell University climate
scientist Natalie Mahowald
believes that mission may
be accomplished.

“This is amazing,” she told
The Associated Press af-
ter watching a preview of
the new feature. “Trying to
get people to understand
the scope of the climate
change and the land use
problem is so difficult be-
cause of the long time and
spaftial scales. | would not
be surprised if this one bif
of sofftware changes many
people’s minds about the
scale of the impact of hu-
mans on the environment.”
This isn't the first time time-
lapse satellite imagery has
been used to demonstrate
show how parts of the
world are changing before
our eyes due to a chang-
ing climate. Most scientists
agree that climate change
is being driven by pollution
primarily produced by hu-
mans.

But earlier images have
mostly focused on melting
glaciers and haven't been
widely available on an al-
ready popular app like
Google Earth, which can
be downloaded on most
of the more than 3 billion
smartphones now in use
around the world

This image provided by Google shows a still image of the
Columbia Glacier in Alaska as part of a new time-lapse video
feature coming out as part of the biggest update to the Google

Earth app in five years.

Google is promising that
people will be able to see
a fime lapse presentation
of just about anywhere
they want to search. The

Associated Press

feature also includes a sto-
ryteling mode highlighting
800 different places on the
planet in both 2D and 3D
formats.
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Downtown

Costa Linda Beach Resort

2 Br wk #15 room # 1012

Ground floor right on the beach

Price : $ 13K

Call : (297)630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
213996

Casa del Mar 2BR/2B
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/WK.);
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/WK.);
Week 9/1218 (15k);
Week 10/1207 (15k);
Week 11/1419 (13k);
Week 13/1509 (13k);
Week 14/1308 (13k);
Week 15/1217 (10k); and,
Weeks 2-6 also available!
CDMOwner@gmail.com
U.S. (860)992-3890

213823

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253
San Nicolas:

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic

+297 588 0539
EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

lAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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12-time Oscar nominee Diane Warren hopes for ‘awesome’ win

By LYNN ELBER

AP Television Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — For a
dozen and more reasons,
Diane Warren would be
overjoyed to win a best
original song Oscar for her
work in “The Life Ahead”
starring Sophia Loren.

A trophy for the Italian-
language film’s song, “lo Si
(Seen),” would be Warren's
first after 11 previous Acad-
emy Award nominations
came up short.

“Yeah, it would be great to
win. It would be (expletive)
awesome,” Warren said. "
feel like a team that's gone
to the World Series for de-
cades and decades, and
never wins.”

A triumph would be espe-
cially sweet for the veteran
songwriter whose first Os-
car bid was in 1988 (for the
romcom “Mannequin”).
The Academy Awards cer-
emony, originally set for
February and delayed by
the pandemic, airs April 25,
the birthday of her late fa-
ther, David Warren, and a
coincidence that she calls
“so cool.”

"He believed in me so
much he would take me
fo music publishers when |
was 14 or 15,” Warren said.
"My mom would be saying,
‘Why are you doing it2 Why
are you encouraging her?
She can’t make a living off
that.'”

[
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Diane Warren poses for a porirait at the 90th Academy Awards Nominees Luncheon on Feb. 5,

2018, in Beverly Hills, Calif.

Warren, who grew up in
Los Angeles, recounted her
dad’s reply: “She has tal-
ent. She really, really wants
this.”

Her gifts and drive led to
success in a range of pop
music genres and in film,
with her past Oscar con-
tenders including “lI Don’t
Want fo Miss a Thing,” by
Aerosmith and featured in
1998's “Armageddon.” |t
was a hit tune, one of War-
ren’'s many that include *“If
| Could Turn Back Time" by
Cher. Toss out a big name

— Beyoncé, Justin Bieber,
Adele — and Warren has
likely worked with them.
She’s a confessed worka-
holic who typically writes
solo but joined with Com-
mon on the 2019 Oscar-
nominated “Stand Up for
Something” for “Marshall,”
a biopic about the late
U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Thurgood Marshall.

“The Life Ahead” brought a
new form of collaboration.
Warren had written the mu-
sic and words for the song
when director Edoardo

Associated Press

Ponti — Loren’s son — real-
ized the Italian-language
film needed lyrics to match.
Italian pop star-songwriter
Laura Pausini was brought
in for the task and shares
the Oscar nomination.
Warren's music and lyrics
are “amazing,” said Pausi-
ni, who recorded “lo Si”
for the film. The song and
the movie carry the same
message, “and that's the
goal.”

In “The Life Ahead,” Loren
plays the aged Madame
Rosa, a former prostitute

and Holocaust survivor who
helps sex workers by taking
in their children. She reluc-
fantly adds an orphaned,
street-tough  Senegalese
youngster known as Momo
to her small brood, and the
pair move gradually from
distrust to love. Impressive
newcomer lbrahima Gu-
eye, himself an immigrant
to Italy from Senegal, plays
the boy.

The third movie adaptation
of the 1975 Romain Gary
novel “The Life Before Us" is
a wrenchingly tender story
of those who live on the
margins of — and largely
are invisible to — society,
which prompted Warren's
approach to the song.
“The first thing | came up
with, sitting at my piano,
was, ‘| want you fo know
that you're seen,’ she said,
breaking briefly into an a
cappella performance.
“It's so simple but it's so
profound, because we all
want to be seen.”

The song became an in-
tegral part of the movie,
heard in its translated ver-
sion over the closing scene.
Filmmaker Pontfi  gladly
gives credit to Warren, who
approached him in 2019
before “The Life Ahead”
went info production with
Ponti's legendary mother.
“I hadn’t even considered
having a song in the mov-
ie,” he said.

Fox stands behind Tucker Carlson after ADL urges his firing

In this Thursday, March 2, 2107 file photo, Tucker Carlson, host of
"Tucker Carlson Tonight," poses for a photo in a Fox News Chan-
nel studio in New York.

By TALI ARBEL

AP Technology Writer

Fox Corp. is standing be-
hind Tucker Carlson aof-
ter the Anti-Defamation
League last week called
for the company to fire the

Associated Press

opinion host for his on-air
defense of the white-su-
premacist "great replace-
ment" theory.

In a letter sent Sunday to
the civil rights group and
shared with The Associat-

ed Press, Fox CEO Lachlan
Murdoch said Carlson had
"decried and rejected re-
placement theory" when
he said during the Thursday
evening segment, "White
replacement theorye No,
no, this is a vofing rights
question."

The ADL argued in a reply
sent Monday to Murdoch
that Carlson used white-su-
premacist language even
if he claimed he didn't.

"Mr. Carlson's attempt to at
first dismiss this theory, while
in the very next breath en-
dorsing it under cover of 'a
voting rights question,' does
not give him free license to
invoke a white supremacist
frope," wrote ADL CEO Jon-
athan Greenblatt.

The replacement conspir-

acy theory holds that peo-
ple of color are replacing
white people in the West,
enabled by Jews and pro-
gressive politicians.

During a guest appear-
ance Thursday on "Fox
News Primetime," Carlson
"embraced a foundational
theory of white supremao-
cy," the ADL said.

During the show, Carlson
said "the left and all the
little gatekeepers on Twitter
become literally hysterical
if you use the term replace-
ment," if you suggest that
the Democratic Party is try-
ing fo replace the current
electorate of voters now
casting ballots with new
people, more obedient
voters from the Third World."
He added that he had "less

political power because
they are importing a brand
new electorate."

The ADL also listed numer-
ous instances Carlson has
used anti-immigrant lan-
guage in the past, includ-
ing blaming immigration
for making the U.S. "poorer,
and dirtier, and more di-
vided,” and questioned
whether white supremacy
was real.
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Nets’ Aldridge retires at 35 due to irregular heartbeat

By BRIAN MAHONEY

AP Basketball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — LaMar-
cus Aldridge retired from
the NBA on Thursday after
saying he experienced an
iregular heartbeat dur-
ing his final game with the
Brooklyn Nets.

Aldridge, 35, posted a
statement on social media
saying the heart concerns
he had during and after
Brooklyn's loss to the Los
Angeles Lakers on Saturday
were one of the “scariest
things” he's experienced.
Aldridge, who was diag-
nosed with Wolff-Parkinson-
White syndrome — an ab-
normality that can cause
a rapid heartbeat — as a
rookie in 2007, said he feels
better now after getting it
checked out but neverthe-
less decided to end his 15-
year career.

“For 15 years I've put bas-
ketball first, and now, it is
fime fo put my health and
my family first,” Aldridge
wrote.

The seven-time  All-Star
signed with the Nefs on
March 28 and he had be-
come their starting cen-
ter. He missed the last two
games with what the team
had called a non-COV-
ID-19 illness.

Nets general manager

Sean Marks said the team
fully supported Aldridge’s
decision.

“We know this was not an
easy decision for him, but
after careful consideration
and consultation with nu-
merous medical experts,
he made the best decision
for him, his family and for his
life after basketball,” Marks
said.

Aldridge joined the Nefts
after reaching a buyout
agreement with the San
Anfonio Spurs and provid-
ed his new team with an
inside post presence that
was one of the few things it
was missing.

The 6-foot-11 Aldridge had
the best of his five games
with the Nets in the one be-
fore his heart tfrouble, scor-
ing 22 points in a victory
over New Orleans on April
7.

The No. 2 pick in the 2006
draft was long one of the
best at his position, averag-
ing 19.4 points in a career
that began with nine sea-
sons in Portland.

Trail Blazers general man-
ager Neil Olshey praised
Aldridge as one of the best
players in the franchise’s
history.

“During his nine seasons in
Portland, LaMarcus bafttled
through multiple injuries

and health concerns but
never once allowed them
to affect his commitment to
his feammates and coach-
es on the court or the peo-
ple that benefited from his
oufreach in the community
off the court,” Olshey said
in a statfement.

Aldridge went on to play 5
1/2 seasons with the Spurs
and was a five-time All-NBA
selection.

He thanked all three teams
in his post, saying Portland
gave him some “unforget-
table years” after drafting
a “skinny, Texas kid.”

He praised the Nets for al-
lowing him to play his type
of game, when so many
NBA teams are looking
more to the perimeter in-
stead of the post now.
“You wanted me for me,”
Aldridge said. “In a game
that’s changing so much
you asked me to come
and just do what | do which
was good to hear.”
Aldridge missed time af
the end of his rookie sea-
son to get treated and also
sat out for 10 days in tfrain-
ing camp in 2011 after his
heart symptoms returned.
His arrhythmia came back
in 2017 and he missed two
games that March.

“You never know when
something will come to an
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Brooklyn Nets center LaMarcus Aldridge (21) shoots over Los
Angeles Lakers center Andre Drummond (2) during the first half
of an NBA basketball game Saturday, April 10, 2021, in New

York.

end,” Aldridge added, “so
make sure you enjoy it ev-

Associated Press

ery day. | can truly say | did
just that."(d

In this file photo dated Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020, rows of empty
seats are seen at centre court at the Roland Garros stadium in
Paris as Serbia’s Novak Djokovic and Spain’s Rafael Nadal warm
up for the final match of the French Open tennis fournament.

Associated Press

MONACO (AP) — Top-
ranked Novak Djokovic lost
6-4, 7-5 to Dan Evans on
Thursday in the third round
of the Monte Carlo Mas-
ters for his first defeat of the
year.

No. 3 Rafael Nadal had no
such problems, breezing
past Grigor Dimitrov 6-1, 6-1

to reach the quarterfinals
of a tournament he has
won arecord 11 fimes.

It was an unusually sloppy
performance from Djokov-
ic, the Australion Open
champion who has 82 ca-
reer titles compared to one
for his unseeded British op-
ponent.

Top-ranked Novak Djokovic loses,
No. 3 Nadal eases into quarters

“I don't want to take any-
thing away from his win, but
from my side | just felt aw-
ful on the court,” Djokovic
said. “Nothing worked. It's
one of those days.”

Having won in Melbourne
for his 18th major fitle,
Djokovic was 10-0 in 2021
coming info the match. But
he faced pressure from the
outfset as he trailed 3-0 in
the first seft.

“Should have and could
have done much, much
better,” Djokovic said. ‘I
can't take anything posi-
tive away from this match.”
He dropped his serve five
fimes in windy condifions.
“Tough to play in these kind
of conditions against a guy
like Evans who makes you
move,"” Djokovic said. “He's
very unpredictable with his

shots. He dismantled my
game.” Evans, after break-
ing for a 6-5lead in the sec-
ond set, clinched victory
on his first match point with
a forehand winner that
clipped the net.

Nadal broke Dimitrov’s
serve five fimes in a lop-
sided contest that saw
the 14th-seeded Bulgarian
double-fault three fimes in
his opening service game.
“Sorry for him. He played
a bad match, that is the
fruth,” Nadal said. "I was
doing the right things, but it
is frue that today was more
his fault than my good ten-
nis.”

Nadal next faces ei-
ther sixth-seeded Andrey
Rublev or ninth-seeded Ro-
berto Bautista Agut.

Evans will play his first Mas-

ters quarterfinal  against
11th-seeded David Goffin,
who upset fifth-seeded Al-
exander Zverev 6-4, 7-6 (7).
Goffin saved all six break
points he faced and broke
the imposing German'’s
serve once.

In other third-round play,
No. 4 Stefanos Tsitsipas ad-
vanced 6-3, 6-4 against
Cristian Garin and the big-
serving Greek will meet Ale-
jandro Davidovich Fokina
after he beat wild-card en-
try Lucas Pouille 6-2, 7-6 (2).
No. 15 Fabio Fognini, the
2019 champion, won 6-2,
7-6 (1) against Filip Kraji-
novic. The Italian, who con-
vincingly beat a subdued
Nadal in the semifinals two
years ago, plays No. 12
Pablo Carreno Busta or un-
seeded Casper Ruud.[d
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MLS season starts with hopes of returning to normalcy

By ANNE M. PETERSON

AP Sports Writer

Major League Soccer em-
barks on the 2021 season
with a new labor agree-
ment in hand, the return of
two big stars, a new team
in Austin, Texas, and lessons
learned from 2020.

There stil won't be full
crowds in most places but
there are reasons to be op-
timistic for the league’s 26th
season as more Americans
get vaccinated against the
COoronavirus.

The league was two games
info the season last March
when the COVID-19 pan-
demic shut down sportfs in
the United States. Play re-
sumed in the summer with
the MLS is Back tourna-
ment in a bubble in Florida
before an abbreviated
season held in local mar-
kets. The Columbus Crew
emerged as the MLS Cup

champions.
MLS estimated losses af
nearly $1 bilion last sea-

son, mostly the result of
playing in empty stadi-
ums and charter flights for
teams. While that will likely
improve, the league is ex-
pecting another financial
hit. As a result, MLS invoked
the force majeure clause in
the collective bargaining
agreement last year.

After a rather contentious
back-and-forth — the play-
ers had already agreed to
concessions in 2020 — a
new agreement was struck
in February that will run
through the 2027 season.
The season kicks off Friday

Los Angeles FC forward Carlos Vela qnd Seattle Sounders forward Jordan Moirris, right, vie for the
ball during the second half of an MLS playoff soccer match in Seattle, in this Tuesday, Nov. 24,

2020, file photo.

night with a pair of games:
San Jose at Houston and
Minnesota at Seattle. The
league’s newest team, Aus-
fin FC, will play its inaugural
game Saturday against
LAFC in Los Angeles.

“MLS has always been
about momentum,” Com-
missioner Don Garber said.
“More teams, more stadi-
ums, more fans, more play-
ers and players that are
representing all the exciting
activity that takes place
on the field. We had the
momenftum going into last
year, and then clearly that
got put on pause a bit with
with the pandemic. Now
that momentum has kicked
backin.”

STARS RETURN

It appears two of the
league’s top stars, LAFC's
Carlos Vela and Aflanta’s
Josef Martinez, will be back.
Vela, who had an MLS-
record 34 goals in 2019,
missed the MLS is Back
fournament because of his
wife's pregnancy and the
birth of their child. Then he
was hampered by injuries
and appeared in only eight
regular-season games.
Martinez  was  knocked
out of last year's season
opener with an ACL injury
that required multiple sur-
geries. He's not quite af full
strength heading into Unit-
ed’s opener, but close.
Martinez got advice and

Associated Press

emotional support from
Zlatan lbrahimovic during
his recovery.

“Day-by-day, | am stron-
ger. Obviously not 100%,
because | think I'll get there
once | start playing more
games. But | feel OK,” Mar-
tinez said. “I know it's hard
because | haven't touched
the ball in a year, so my
timing with the ball when
| have to cross is not very
sharp right now, but we're
close.”

NEW TEAM

Austin FC joins this year af-
ter overcoming challenges
presented by the pandem-
ic, like pulling together a
roster and staff in the Zoom
era, seling 15,000 season

tickets and building a $260
million stadium.

They were assisted by a bit
of star power: Oscar winner
Matthew McConaughey is
the team’s minister of cul-
ture.

“This is a city on the rise that
marries perfectly with a
league on the rise. There's
SO much energy, there’s so
much pent up demand in
that city. You think about
the fact we're the first pro-
fessional sports league 1o
be in that city,” Garber
said.

Charlotte joins the league
next year and St. Louis will
join in 2023. An expansion
franchise planned for Sac-
ramento fell apart amid
the pandemic, and MLS is
looking at its options for a
30th team.

NEW COACHES

There are seven “new”
coaches this season. Greg
Vanney has moved from
Toronto FC to the LA Gal-
axy, where he'll be tasked
with getting a talented ros-
ter led by Chicharito on the
same page.

His replacement in Toron-
to, Chris Armas, previously
coached the Red Bulls, so
he's got league experi-
ence, too. Gerhard Struber
was hired by the Red Bulls
last October and made his
coaching debut during the
playoffs, but basically this is
his first season.The genuine
newcomers include Josh
Wolff at Austin, Hernan
Losada at D.C. United, Gao-
briel Heinze at Atlanta and
Phil Neville at Inter Miomi.[J

Boston marks 8 years smce marathon bombing killed 3 people

In this Monday April 15, 2013 file photograph, emergency
workers aid injured people at the finish line of the 2013 Boston
Marathon following two explosions in Boston. Mass.
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BOSTON (AP) — Boston is
marking eight years since
the bombing at the 2013
Boston  Marathon  killed
three people and injured
scores of ofhers.

Acting Mayor Kim Janey on
Thursday visited fire stations
that had been critical in
the response to the attack,
as well as the memorials
marking the spots where
the two pressure cooker
bombs detonated near the
downtown finish line of the
storied race.

Janey’s office said there
will also be a citywide mo-
ment of silence at 2:49 p.m.,
marking the time when the

first bomb detonated, fol-
lowed seconds later by the
second explosion a few
hundred yards away.
Janey will then join Gov.
Charlie Baker later Thurs-
day to lay wreathes at
the bombing sites where
29-year-old Krystle Camp-
bell, 23-year-old Lingzi Lu,
and 8-year-old Martin Rich-
ard died,

The city also marks each
April 15 with * One Boston
Day,” a day where acfts of
kindness and service are
encouraged.

The U.S. Supreme Court last
month said it'll consider
reinstating the death sen-

tence against marathon
bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev
affer a federal appeals
court fossed out the pen-
alty last summer.

Tsarnaev and his older
brother, Tamerlan, also fo-
tally shot MIT Police Officer
Sean Collier in Cambridge
in the ensuring manhunt.
The Boston Marathon is tra-
ditionally held on the third
Monday of April, a holiday
known as Patriots Day in
Massachusetts. It was held
virtually last year and has
been moved to October
this year because of the
ongoing pandemic.d



